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· A home from home for key people in tomorrow’s world 
· For International Understanding 

· For Friendship and Support 

Annual Report 2009 



Chairman’s report for 2009 
       

The trustees have had a busy year spending a lot of time on the new 
building, which will be known as The Lodge.  It has been a mixture of 
excitement, frustration and hope.  We are delighted that the building has 
been completed and that we shall soon be accommodating new residents 
there. Archbishop John Sentamu will open the house officially on 
Saturday 15th May.  We are grateful for the support we have had for this 
enterprise and are thankful to all who have contributed by prayer, and 
giving of their energy and finances.  We look forward to the opening of a 
new chapter in the life of Link House.  
  
A programme for fundraising is under active consideration.  It 
incorporates some of the present activities as well as some 
innovations.  The recently appointed trustee, Angela Palmer, has taken on 
a leading role in this field 
  
Over the years we have been blessed with the wardens who have come to 
work in the houses. Each couple have made their own distinctive 
contribution.  As we look back over the years we praise the Lord for those 
whom he has sent to us.  We are now looking to replace our present 
wardens Martin and Nicola Smith who will be leaving at the end of the 
summer.  They have established a close relationship with many of the 
residents, which has been a distinctive feature of their ministry. We wish 
them and their daughter, Hannah, well as they explore different fields of 
Christian service.  There have been staff who have helped the Wardens. 
As trustees we are grateful for the support they have been to Martin and 
Nicola. 
 
Elizabeth How continues to steer us through the financial challenges and 
obligations we face.  We appreciate her work.  This report would not be 
complete without an expression of thanks to John Cooper who has played, 
with Jeni, a major role in the construction of the new house.  The trustees 
are deeply thankful for all the work he has done and wish to acknowledge 
it publicly, an act which will not have John’s approval but which is 
rightly due. 
David Jones 

 



The Lodge 
 
The Lodge was completed in February and Marion, the new assistant 
warden, moved in soon after. The house has six single and two double en-
suite rooms along with a guest room and warden’s room. One of the 
single rooms includes facilities for a disabled resident. The lounge, dining 
room, and kitchen are generously sized to facilitate the communal life of 
this new Link House. All three Link Houses now have access to the 
shared garden space and the garden room via their back entrances. It is 
hoped that the houses being located on the one site will add to the overall 
sense of community at Link House. 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Finance and business situation 
 
Preliminary financial summary 
 
Income      2009       2008 
           (not audited) (audited)  
 
Rents     88,921  101,328 
Donations and Fundraising  50,422    28,638 
Investment Income        568      5,347 
 
     139,911 135,313 
 
 
Cost of houses, wardens etc  90,528   96,329 
 
Surplus    49,383   38,984 
  
  
 
Funds Held      2009    2008 
 
Operations    17,755  12,909 
Building    36,081  51,098 
Bursary    12,419  12,341 
Contingency    59,677  59,306  
 
 
 
Full accounts available upon request subject to auditing.  
 



 

 ‘A home from home for key people in tomorrow’s world’ 
 
In 2009 Link House has supported: 

 

Residents 
from 25 
Countries 

Students on 36 
different 
courses 

Students at 25 
institutions 

“For us Link 
House had been 
finding a family 
large as the 
world, and since 
Roberta is an only 
child, finding 
thirty brothers 
and sisters.” 
~Roberta and 
Enrico, Italy 

44 Students, 12 
Spouses and 1 
Baby 



 ‘For friendship and support’ 
 
 
We continue to offer friendship and support to residents in a number of 
ways. 
 
 

 
 
 
Film Nights 
These have continued on a monthly basis and we’ve shown a range of 
films from Slumdog Millionaire to the Young Victoria and A Man for All 
Seasons. Once more we showed The Passion of the Christ on Good 
Friday, as it helps focus on the message of Easter. 

'Questions of faith was a very special 
meeting for me because it gave me the 

chance to get to know better the faith and 
religions of my friends at Link House. It 
also helped us to get to know each other 
better by sharing our beliefs and culture. 
But most important, it helped me to see 

again the presence of Jesus in my life and 
how much he loves me.' 

~Dani, Chile 

Questions of Faith 
This year we ran a ‘Questions 
of Faith’ group. This was a 
forum for interested residents 
to come together and discuss 
their views, opinions and 
questions regarding faith. 

Meals Together 
Link House meals have continued to 
be very popular events. We have 
held BBQs, Quiz Nights and 
Welcome events whilst sharing 
meals together. We also enjoyed 
hearing about Jeni’s trip to 
Buckingham Palace to receive her 
MBE! These meals are a good 
chance for residents and wardens 
from different houses to get together, 
as well as for trustees to meet 
students. 



Celebrating major festivals 
 
We celebrate the major Christian 
festivals of Easter and Christmas 
by having meals together, 
inviting people to church, and 
explaining the meaning behind 
the different festival. 
 
The preparation for Christmas 
enabled us to focus on the 
meaning behind Advent and 

Christmas, introduce and sing Christmas carols and, of course, make and 
eat mince pies! We also decorated the houses and prepared traditional 
Christmas food together. Christmas Day saw 27 people come together for 
a traditional Christmas lunch.  
                                                                                                                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Because, I am from a non-Christian background and the New 
Year begins in a different time of the year in my country. So, I 
was very curious to see what the Christmas is like in the UK. 

Well, I found it lovely. It is a good chance for people in a 
country in which sometimes individualism tends to separate 

them to gather and share their passion with the others. 
Particularly, it is nice to see that families gather. Many 

friends of mine, for example, travelled to their country just to 
be with their families in the Christmas night. 

~Ali, Iran 



Looking ahead… 
 

· Fundraising Events:  
o Sponsored Walk - 8th May 2010 
There is a sponsored walk planned along the recently 
inaugurated Fleam Dyke and Roman Road Walk.  This 
is readily accessible from Cambridge, and is an attractive 
walk with interesting flora and fauna.  The full distance is 25 
miles with shorter options. For more information and 
sponsorship forms, please contact the Link House office. 

 
o Book Sale – October 2010 

 
  

· Official opening of The Lodge - 15th May 2010 
 
· Hand over to new wardens in July 2010 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Link Houses:   17/19 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 3AL. Tel: 01223 561202 
Wardens: Martin and Nicola Smith. Assistant Warden: Tony Evans 
                
7 East Hertford Street, Cambridge                   The Lodge, Hertford Street, Cambridge,  
CB4 3AJ.  Tel: 01223 311366                          CB4 3AG.  Tel: 01223 358140 
Assistant Wardens: May Jelbert                       Assistant Warden: Marion Thompson 
 
Email:  wardens@linkhousetrust.com   Website: www.linkhousetrust.com 
 
Trustees: - Jenifer Cooper MBE, Chris Gaston, Elizabeth How, Prof Colin Humphreys 
CBE, David Jones OBE, Angela Palmer, Shirley Scott  
 
Patrons: Lord Anderson, Sir Fred and Lady Elizabeth Catherwood, Prof Sir Brian Heap 
CBE FRS, The Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS, The Rt Revd John Taylor 
KCVO, Prof Hugh Williamson DD FBA       
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