
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hema’s story 
 

Hemachandran Karah is one of our 
residents from India. Hema has 
been totally blind since infancy.  
He and his wife Geetha, who is  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
sighted, stay in our East Hertford 
Street house.  We asked Hema to 
tell us how he copes as a student in 
Cambridge and in particular living 
in Link House …. 
 
“Geetha and I joined the 
Linkhouse family during the end of 
August last year.  I am doing a 
PhD in English Literature here in 
the university of Cambridge. A 
cozy town as it is, Cambridge 
doesn’t impose much of a 
challenge to me for going out with 
my mobility cane. Except for a few 
self determining bank holidays, the 
audio enabled signalposts do aid in 
my mobility!  
 
As far as the Linkhouse is 
concerned, it is like a second home 
for all of us. Every little thing, 
besides being neat and tidy, fall 
routinely into a proper order. No 
doubt, I am able to sail inside 
Linkhouse with little or no 
hesitation. Paul and Hilary’s 
parenting, Jonathan and Laura’s 
caring attitude, and the warmth of 
friendships that cut across all 
visible boundaries, add intimate 
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facets to the architectures of 
accessibility. I would like to close 
by laying down a two liner 
anecdote that says a lot about the 
kind of parenting we get from the 
Wardens.  
 
Once, a new microwave oven was 
installed in my house. I was not 
able to access it as it did not have 
tactile dial or press buttons of any 
kind. Nevertheless, Geetha and I 
were trying to do some magical 
modifications to make it a bit more 
usable by means of touch. Paul 
was passing by and he did not fail 
to make a note of this. To my 
surprise, when I came after a while 
to the kitchen, instead of the 
inaccessible microwave oven, I 
found a friendly, dial pad enabled 
one in its place. I understood from 
Paul that he had actually swapped 
the machines between both the 
Linkhouses. I grab this little space 
to thank him for that kind gesture” 
 
Good News 
 

As we start the New Year 2006 our 
Building Fund debt is now down to 
£7,000 which hope to pay off in 
the next few months.  
We will be marking this clearing of 
the debt with a special time of 
Thanksgiving at the Annual Open 
Meeting on March 17th. 
As reported in the last News Link 

We will keep the Building Fund 
open as we plan to move the 
Gilbert Road residents nearer to 
the main house.  We will also 
expand the Samuel Martin Bursary 
Fund to help overseas students in 
financial hardship. 
Supporters are encouraged to 
contribute to either or both funds. 
 
News from the Trustees 
 

Having served as a Trustee for the 
last five years and as our chairman 
last year, Geoffrey Butlin has now 
stood down as a Trustee to spend 
more time on other interests. 
 
Chris Gaston has taken over the 
role of Chairman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Gaston 

Chris is a local General Practioner 
and has been a Trustee for four 
years. 
We now have six Trustees, the 
Trust deed allows eight.  You may 
be approached!! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas & New Year 
 

Some of our residents were away 
over the Christmas/New Year 
holiday but most stayed in 
Cambridge.  Twenty people from 
the Chesterton Road and East 
Hertford Street houses sat down to  
Christmas Dinner in the Garden  
Room,  We had a mixture of 
traditional English food – turkey, 
roast vegetables and stuffing 
(Hilary’s contribution) plus a 
variety of special international 
food that each resident had 
prepared. 
 

Once full and bedecked with party 
hats from pulled crackers we  
watched the Queen’s speech on TV 
and opened our presents. 
It was an enjoyable time for all 
present. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gilbert Road residents had 
their own dinner there. 
 

On New Year’s Eve again about 20 
enjoyed a party with games and 
food before seeing in the New 
Year at midnight. 
 

Gradually those who had been 
away returned and now are all set 
for another busy term’s study. 
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Christmas Dinner in the Garden Room 

“Living together with 
people from many different 
countries, cultures and 
religions I was able to have 
a glimpse of what is really 
happening in the world…” 

Recent resident

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
����

 

Link Houses:   17/19 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 3AL (Main Office) 
       Wardens: Paul & Hilary Drinkwater.  

             95 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NZ      Tel: 363387 
         Assistant Wardens: Karina and Deon Van Garderen 
             7 East Hertford Street, Cambridge CB4 3AJ     Tel: 311366 
         Assistant Wardens: Jonathan and Laura Beatham 
 
Trustees: - Dr Chris Gaston - Chairman, Lady Catherwood, Jenifer Cooper,  
David Jones OBE, Prof Colin Humphreys CBE, Jannie Lawn 
 
Patrons: Lord Anderson, Sir Fred Catherwood, Prof Sir Brian Heap CBE FRS, 
Simon Hughes MP, The Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS, The Rt Revd 
John Taylor KCVO, Prof Hugh Williamson DD FBA 

“LINK HOUSE” – a home from home for overseas graduate students  
studying in Cambridge  

 

Saturday 11th February  
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Henry Martyn Hall, Market Street, Cambridge 
10am – 5.30pm.  Tea & Coffee    Home-made cakes 

        (Books donations before end of January. Tel: 359513) 
 

Friday 17th March 
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Stoneyard Centre – St Andrews Street, Cambridge 
6.15 Supper (ticket required) followed by 
7.45 Open Meeting (all welcome), News of Link House 
and time of thanksgiving for clearance of debt. 

 (tickets (£5)available from Link House. Please send s.a.e.) 
 
Friday 7th April 
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Holy Trinity Church, Market Street, Cambridge 
 8pm.  Programme will be advertised  

Tickets at the door. £8 (concessions £6) 
  


