
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas at Link House 
For the four Sundays preceding 
Christmas, residents were invited 
to the Wardens’ lounge for fruit 
punch and mince pies, carol 
singing round the piano and the 
lighting of an Advent candle. 
On the Friday before Christmas 
About 20 residents, trustees and 
friends gathered for an evening of 
carols, readings of the Christmas 
story and, yes – more mince pies. 
On Christmas Day itself 18 
residents from the Chesterton Road  
and East Hertford St houses sat 
down to Christmas dinner.  Hilary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
prepared a traditional English meal 
of turkey and trimmings whilst the 
residents provided special dishes 
from their own country. 
After dinner and the Queen’s 
speech a surprise visitor in red 
appeared with presents.  Great fun 
was had by all. 
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Christmas dinner 

Babies and more on the 
way! 

In the last few months two more 
baby girls have been born to recent 
ex-residents.  Our congratulations 
to Adolf and Eligert (Ghana) on 
the arrival of Beverley and to 
Pieter and Helena (South Africa) 
on the arrival of Marié. 
Currently, we have a total of five 
expectant mothers in the three 
houses – at least that’s all we know 
about!  The Gilbert Road house is 
fulfilling its role as a real ‘family’ 
house. 
 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Blake has joined us to assist 
in the office on two mornings a 
week.  Helen is a trained children 
and families social worker who 
moved to Cambridge from London 
a year ago with her husband Tim 
who is the Children’s Pastor at St 
Andrew’s Church in Histon.  They 
have a 3 year old son, Ben.  Helen 
is getting to grips with the data 

bases and donations – and learning 
to negotiate the Link House car 
park! 
 
Christmas Emails 
We received a number of greetings 
over the Christmas period from 
previous residents including a 
telephone call from Switzerland 
from a Nepali Hindu girl who 
especially remembered what was 
said about Christmas during the 
lighting of the Advent candles! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Replacement for Gilbert 
Road 
The Trustees put in an offer for a 
house in Chesterton Road but were 
substantially outbid.  They will 
continue to pray for and seek a 
replacement for 95 Gilbert Road 
closer to the other two houses 

 “…at this special occasion I 
just miss you even more … 
Paul dressed in the red suit of 
the benevolent Father 
Christmas left a deep 
impression.  Hillary’s cakes 
are the most lovely in the 
world…Jeniffa the respectable 
lady always felt she did too 
little for us! And there are 
many of others… Really sweet 
memories you have left us…  
          Part of a Christmas 
              greeting from 
            Xiumin (China) 
 

 



although we expect to have to pay 
a considerably higher price for a 
house so much closer to town. 
 
Social Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
              

Birthdays are always good 
occasions to get together for half 
an hour or so to sing ‘Happy 
Birthday’ and share in the birthday 
cake which Hilary has baked. 
A good crowd from all three 
houses went across the road on 
Guy Fawkes night to see the 
fireworks on Midsummer 
Common. On their return we 
enjoyed baked potatoes, soup and 
hot dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Wardens 
The Trustees have appointed 
Martin and Nicola Smith as the 

new Wardens.  They currently live 
in Faringdon near Oxford where 
Martin is a Stock Controller with a 
large energy provider and Nicola is 
a Personal Tutor and Clinical 
Supervisor in Clinical Psychology 
at Oxford University.  Martin has 
experience in the hospitality 
industry and Nicola has spent time 
living in France.  Thy are looking 
forward to working at Link House 
where they expect to start in 
March. 
Paul and Hilary will be ‘retiring’ to 
Gloucester where they have a 
home and where their son lives. 
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If you have books to donate please 
deliver them to Link House as soon 
as possible.  Any queries contact 
Jeni Cooper on Tel: 359513 
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“Good friends and family are 
hard to find, harder to leave, 
and impossible to forget” 
        Christmas greeting from 
           Nishanti (Sri Lanka) 

 

 
Link House friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link Houses:   17/19 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 3AL (Main Office) 
       Wardens: Paul & Hilary Drinkwater.  

             95 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NZ      Tel: 363387 
         Assistant Wardens: Karina and Deon Van Garderen 
             7 East Hertford Street, Cambridge CB4 3AJ     Tel: 311366 
         Assistant Wardens: Jonathan and Laura Beatham 
 
Trustees: - Dr Chris Gaston - Chairman, Lady Catherwood, Jenifer Cooper,  
David Jones OBE, Prof Colin Humphreys CBE, Jannie Lawn, Shirley Scott 
 
Patrons: Lord Anderson, Sir Fred Catherwood, Prof Sir Brian Heap CBE FRS, 
The Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS, The Rt Revd John Taylor KCVO, 
Prof Hugh Williamson DD FBA 

“LINK HOUSE” – a home from home for overseas graduate students  
studying in Cambridge  

 

Friday 30th March 2007 
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Queen Edith Chapel, Wulfstan Way, Cambridge 
 

6.15 Supper (ticket required) followed by 
7.45 Open Meeting (all welcome) to hear news 
        of Link House during 2006 
 
Guest Speaker:  
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    (Patron of Link House) 

 
  Tickets (£5) available from Link House.  


