
 
 
 
 

 
 
Life in the Gilbert Road 
House….. 
 

The Gilbert Road Link House is 
our ‘home from home’ with a  
difference…. there is a special 
little girl that has everyone in the 
house wrapped around her little 
finger.  She instantly makes new 
residents feel at home, even more 
than any of the adults manage to.  
Her name is Likondwa Banda and 
together we have witnessed her 
first steps, her first words and 
celebrated her first birthday in 
Link House on 12th March.  
Link House is the only home she  
knows so we have asked her 
parents how they experience 
bringing up their child in Link 
House.  
 

“ Being in the Gilbert Road Link 
House can be described among 
other things as God’s provision of 
a family environment.   
When I arrived in England in 
October 2004 to begin my MPhil 
studies, I was so anxious of how I 
would manage being in a new  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
place on my own, far from home 
and pregnant.  Upon arriving at 
Link House, I was warmly 
welcomed by everyone in the 
house.  It was quite amazing how 
they were all supportive, even after 
my husband joined me in January 
2005. 
 
In March 2005 when our daughter, 
Likondwa, was born, we got all the 
support we needed, both physical 
and emotional.  Even as most of 
them left and new people came in, 
the environment has been the same 
of warmth and happiness. 
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Likondwa 

Now Likondwa is turning 14 
months old and one thing that is 
noticeable about her is her joy and 
friendliness which may, to a large 
extent be attributable to the way 
everyone in the house treats her.  
She is able at this early age to 
notice the love given to her by all 
the housemates and is able to give 
it back in return. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And so, although we are away 
from home and close family, our 
daughter has been able to 
experience almost the same love 
and embrace she would have 
received back at home here in Link 
House.  This is one of the many 
things about Link House that we 
are grateful for.’ 
 
Tiffany Banda (Malawi).  Tiffany is 
married to Chikosa. 
 
The Gilbert Road Link House is 
the only Link House that provides 
accommodation for families with 
very young children. 
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Annual Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

55 friends and residents sat down 
for a meal prior to the Annual 
Open Meeting in March.  After the 
usual reports there was a 
presentation and thanksgiving for 
the East Hertford Street project, 
chaired by the Rt Revd John 

 
Annual Open Meeting 

Comments from the other 
Gilbert Road House residents 
 

‘We feel like living with a big 
family here in Link House and one 
year old Likondwa is adding much 
to the great fun we already have 
around. She is so cute and sweet 
that the very sight of her will 
instantly get my wife and me out of 
all the fatigue from work and the 
homesickness we occasionally 
have’ 

            Chen Yi & Linda (China) 
 

‘We are experiencing the meaning 
of the logo/name of the ’Link 
House’ 
          Santosh & Kolpana (India) 
 
‘She’s a bundle of sweetness, 
brightness and fun 
The beauty of springtime 
The warmth of the sun 
She’s innocence covered with mud, 
sand and soot 
She’s Motherhood dragging a doll 
by the foot …’ 
              Rizwan (Pakistan) 
 



Taylor, one of our patrons.  A 
highlight of the evening was the 
singing of the chorus ‘God is so 
good’ by the residents of East 
Hertford Street each in their own 
language. 
 

Activities in the houses 
 

Pancake Day 
Shrove Tuesday was an 
opportunity for residents to try 
their hands at pancake making (and 
tossing).  It was also an 
opportunity to explain the reason 
for such a strange practice at the 
start of Lent … and nobody 
dropped a pancake! 
 
Easter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of residents met in the 
Garden Room on Easter Day for a 
simple breakfast of boiled eggs, 
toast and marmalade.  After the 
breakfast there was a short talk and 
prayerful reflection on the 
importance of Easter for 
Christians. 
 

Funding News 
 

*  The Book Sale in February 
raised £1,606.  Many thanks for all 
those who supported this. 
 

*  As announced at the Annual 
Meeting the total debt on the East 
Hertford Street house has now 
been cleared.  Donations continue 
to be sought for the Building Fund 
in order to move the Gilbert Road 
house residents nearer to the other 
two houses and for a Bursary Fund 
to help overseas students in 
financial hardship. 
 

*  “Quintessential” gave an 
excellent concert in April.  The 
numbers attending were 
disappointingly low.  Nevertheless 
we raised £320.  Thanks to all who 
came.  Our next concert will be 
given by the Cambridge Concert 
Orchestra on November 18th.  Put 
the date in your diary now. 
 

*  Our thanks to all who have 
signed gift aid declaration forms.  
We recently received a rebate 
cheque for £2,800 from the Inland 
Revenue for donations made from 
April to December 2005.  
If you have signed a declaration 
please inform us if you are no 
longer a taxpayer as we are legally 
required to maintain accurate 
records. 
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Easter morning breakfast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link Houses:   17/19 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 3AL (Main Office) 
       Wardens: Paul & Hilary Drinkwater.  

             95 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NZ      Tel: 363387 
         Assistant Wardens: Karina and Deon Van Garderen 
             7 East Hertford Street, Cambridge CB4 3AJ     Tel: 311366 
         Assistant Wardens: Jonathan and Laura Beatham 
 
Trustees: - Dr Chris Gaston - Chairman, Lady Catherwood, Jenifer Cooper,  
David Jones OBE, Prof Colin Humphreys CBE, Jannie Lawn 
 
Patrons: Lord Anderson, Sir Fred Catherwood, Prof Sir Brian Heap CBE FRS, 
Simon Hughes MP, The Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS, The Rt Revd 
John Taylor KCVO, Prof Hugh Williamson DD FBA 

“LINK HOUSE” – a home from home for overseas graduate students  
studying in Cambridge  
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