
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Easter at Link House 

 
Easter at Link House was marked 
in a couple of ways this year. On 
Good Friday we showed Mel 
Gibson’s film ‘The Passion of the 
Christ’ which portrays the last days 
and crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
On Easter Sunday the three houses 
came together for a traditional 
Easter meal of roast lamb with all 
the trimmings followed by trifle. 
This was a great occasional with 
around 30 students enjoying time 

together and making great use of 
the Garden Room. 
 
Easter was also an opportunity to 
invite others to church and for 
some to attend an Easter service 
for the first time.
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Easter dinner 

‘All the love in the house 
has taught me a lot. You 
guys are really my family!’ 
 
Quote from Gilbert Road resident 

 Link House, a new home 
 
It is more than ten months ago now but I 
remember my first day in Cambridge as 
if it was yesterday. I arrived in 
Cambridge late in the evening and going 
out of the train station I saw the Citi 1 
and asked the driver if the bus was 
going to Chesterton Road. After his 
positive answer, I asked him to tell me, 
please, when we where near the stop.  
The bus was my first contact with the 
people of Cambridge. There was a 
mother with her children sitted on her 
knees, an old couple silent and looking 
around them, a student playing his 
guitar. Outside was already dark, I could 
not manage to orientate myself on the 
map I had brought with me. Where was 
the bus passing by? I couldn’t figure 
out, but inside the atmosphere was warm 
and reassuring. Slowly, people were 
going out and I felt we were leaving the 
city centre. I wondered if Chesterton 
Road was still far, and when I asked the 
driver, he answered me that we had 
already passed it. I went out of the bus 
at the next stop, carrying my luggage. It 
was around 9:30 pm, an hour where my 
home city, Paris, is still dynamic, but 
here nobody could be seen around. The 
street was perfectly quiet, still, and so 
long that, in this darkness, I was unable 
to see its end. I didn’t know where to go, 
on my left or on my right, if I should 
cross the street or stay on the pavement. 
I realized I was lost.  
Suddenly, by a chance which sounded to 
me as a miracle, I saw a young lady, 

waiting on my pavement. I rushed 
toward her and asked here where we 
were, but at that time I didn’t speak well 
enough English to understand her 
detailed explanations. She was waiting 
for her friend to bring her back home. 
Her friend arrived with a car and I gave 
them the address and ten minutes later, 
the car stopped in front of Link House. I 
rang at the door and Hilary answered 
me. She immediately showed me the 
kitchen, where some students were still 
eating, the TV room where I met other 
faces, and my room. Suddenly, after 
these frightening minutes, alone in a 
foreign place, by night unable to 
communicate easily in a strange 
language, without any phone nor 
anybody to ask help but a heavy luggage 
I couldn’t have carried for a long 
distance, the welcoming faces of Link 
House gave me a new strength. From 
the moment I entered the house, students 
started to ask me my name, where did I 
come from, if my journey had been 
good and not too tiring, if I had eaten. 
They explained me how to go to work 
by bus, where to buy food, find a 
bicycle… I didn’t speak better English 
than ten minutes ago, in the street, when 
I was asking for help, but these people 
had also a strong foreign accent and I 
was surprised to understand them much 
better. Even more than in the bus, I 
didn’t fear the darkness outside, there 
were plenty of light, smiles and 
happiness around me. I had arrived at 
home. By Myriam, current resident in 
the Chesterton Road House 



Babies! 
In the last few months three more 
baby girls have been born to 
current residents.  
Our congratulations to Chetan and 
Ritu on the arrival of Aanya born 
in Cambridge, Qais and Sena on 
the arrival of their daughter Duha 
also born in Cambridge, and to 
Santosh and Kalpana on the arrival 
of their daughter Arya born in 
India. 

 
Duha 
 
Our first months as 
Wardens of Link House 
We have enjoyed our first couple 
of months at Link House. It is a 
great place with so many amazing 
people to meet and share with. It is 
clear that Link House fulfils a very 
special role in the lives of students 
new to this country and we are 
very pleased to be able to be part 
of that. 
We are very grateful to the 
students, assistant wardens, 
trustees and friends of Link House 
who have made us so welcome 

since we arrived in Cambridge. 
Many thanks for all your support 
and encouragement! 

Martin and Nicola 
Birthdays 

 
             

We have continued the cake 
baking tradition established by 
Hilary and have celebrated seven 
birthdays since starting as wardens 
in March. 
They are a great opportunity to get 
together with everyone in the 
house. 
 
Assistant Wardens 
Deon and Karina will sadly be 
leaving Link House at the end of 
June. We are therefore looking to 
appoint new assistant wardens at 
Gilbert Road and hopefully will 
have more news for the next Link 
News. Deon and Karina have been 
an amazing asset to Link House 
and will be greatly missed. 
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Link Houses:   17/19 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 3AL Tel: 561202 
       Wardens: Martin and Nicola Smith.  

             95 Gilbert Road, Cambridge CB4 3NZ      Tel: 363387 
         Assistant Wardens: Karina and Deon Van Garderen 
             7 East Hertford Street, Cambridge CB4 3AJ     Tel: 311366 
         Assistant Wardens: Jonathan and Laura Beatham 
 
Trustees: - Chris Gaston - Chair, Lady Catherwood, Jenifer Cooper,  
David Jones OBE, Prof Colin Humphreys CBE, Jannie Lawn, Shirley Scott 
Patrons: Lord Anderson, Sir Fred Catherwood, Prof Sir Brian Heap CBE FRS, 
The Revd Dr John Polkinghorne KBE FRS, The Rt Revd John Taylor KCVO, 
Prof Hugh Williamson DD FBA 

“LINK HOUSE” – a home from home for overseas graduate students  
studying in Cambridge  

 


